[An economic perspective on targeted treatments].
In the current context of crisis in the field of drug research and patients' increasing demand for greater involvement in the decision-making about their treatment, the possibility of a more personal tailored approach to medicine is emerging. This raises questions about the clinical benefits of targeted therapeutic approaches versus the cost of determining which patients are likely to benefit the most, and protecting the others from the toxicity of inappropriate treatments. Although cost-effectiveness studies shed light on this issue, the conclusions to which they point tend to be obscured by interdependence between the pricing of these tests and the cost of the treatments involved. Investigating the societal willingness-to-pay for gains in QALY (quality adjusted life year) should help to disentangle this interdependence and clarify the conclusions of cost-effectiveness studies.